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Introduction

This draft document is a product of concern, hae confidence. Concern because ofir
andysis covering the year2006-2009 led us to conclude that Israms subject to a

systemic and systematic assault on its political and economic medeh aims to

precipitateits implosion This campaign igspired by the collapse abuntries such as
the Soviet Uniorand apartheid South Africa

This assaulis executed byo forces acting in parallel and with cooperation. The firs
is the Resistance Networled bylran, Hamas, and Hezbollathat rejects Israel's right
to exist based on Arab and Islstmnationalistreligious ideology The second is the
Delegitimization Network, which iprimarily concentratech a few majorcities such as
London, Brusselsandthe San Francisco Bay Areand denies Israel's right of existenc
based on political, phikophica] or historical arguments.
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The assaulthasgrownin sophistication and effectiveness to a paintvhichit should
be treatedhs a strategic concern of potentially existential implicatibtmvever, it has
beenmet by an underresourced andncoodinatedlocal and situationalesponseand
by an obliviousState of Israel.

Our hope stems from many concrete exampdésmobilization toward a more
thoughtful, concerted, wetkesourced,effective and efficient global and systemid
offense against theetkgitimization campaignThese are evident in responses generated
by the Government of Israel, as well #isose initiated bylewish communities, nen
governmental organizations, philanthropistsdactivists worldwide

Our confidence stems not only fromgeneralJewish community sense thate shall
overcomég or from its Israelisibling of ‘it will be okay' {ihiyehbe'sedey, but also from
our current understanding of the challengjke delegitimization campaign igrimarily
led by a relatively small rgup of individuals and negovernmental organizations
concentrated in a few major metropolitan areas around the \Woathave amplified
their influence by disguising their agenda under bannejgeate 'human rights and
other progressive value®Ve believe thatisrael's delegitimizerare relatively few,
concentratedandvulnerable thereforetheir plans can be disrupted.

The objective is simple: Delegitimizingelegitimization In other words, our collective
aim should be to strengthen theniamental legitimacy of the State of Israel as the
nationstate of the Jewish people, where it realizes its right ofdeddfrmination, and to
renderthose voices that challenge this ridigyond the paleNaturally, this will not
mitigatecriticism or catroversy surrounding specific Israeli policies, particularlyavis
vis the Palestinians or its Arab minority.

\3174

This is the context for the centrality of Londowhich has been referred to as th
"Mecca of Delegitimization! Londonershave played a key ra@ in all major recent
delegitimizationcampaignsincluding the Durban conferences, the Gaza Flotdlad
the Boycott Divestment Sanctions (BDS) Movement Several attributes elaborated
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upon in this document, contribute tandons influence on global debitimization
campaigns

The purpose of thisocuments to catalyze a systemic approachLondon Meeting

the challenge of Israel's delegitimizati@yuiresa loosely coordinated and orchestrated

responsgesometimeseven takinga personal ononpublic form. Thereforeall parties
will have toleavetheir comfort zong Israel will have to let Jewish communities lea|
the countesmattack in places such as Londonthat require nuance and -cultural
sensitivity andJewish institutions will have tallow for innovative thinking, new toojs
and aggressive experimentation that usually takes place outside of the estah
community All parties will have to come to terms with the idea that it takes
instruments in the orchestra’ to win this fight. Impatigreritics from the political left,

)

ished
all

because they represent liberal values, are also an invaluable voice in delegiti\:"izing

Israel's delegitimization, notwithstanding their common criticism of the Je
community's traditional institutions and the pol&c@E the State of Israel.

This document is a 'draft' nainly in the traditional senséhat welook forward to
learring from the feedback that we will receivbut also becauswe view it as a
snapshot of avork-in-progressThe delegitimizers' networks rapidly evolvingand we
need to maintain a mode ebnstant learning anddaptationaccordingly To date,
delegitimizersoften operated under the radaand many of their initiatives went
uninterrupted and unopposed. Now, as Israel and its alliesigtdgeir activity,so will
the delegitimizers. In other words, this is a struggle that will require the best of
innovation and creativity for years to come.

The Reut Institute has invested many of its resourcesrinvorkin London because we
beliewve thatan effective response in London will have global implicatimn®ur ability
to counter this assault. We hold this to be moeonly becauseondon isthe 'hub-of-
hubs of the delegitimizationnetwork, but also becausetwork theory teaches usat
many of our lessons from London will be relevamtother 'hubs such as the San
Francisco Bay arear Toronta To paraphras Frank Sinatrawe say: If it can be done
there,it can be donanywheré'

ish

our
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Glossary / Concepts

Fundamental
Delegitimization /
Anti-Zionism

Double Standards
/ Singling Out

Demonizaion

Negation of Israel's right to exist or of the right of the Jewish peog
sel-determination based on phitgshicd or political arguments

When certain conditions are metsuch as when demonization
blatant double standards (see below) are empldéydédndamental
delegitimization represents a form of aGgmitism.

Applying uniquestandard to Israelthat areharsher than the commc
international practice as a basis for expressindisproportional
criticism; applying a general principle of international law to Isr:
while ignoring similar or worse violations by otlser

Presenting Israel as beingystematically, purposefully, ar
extensively cruel and inhumane, thus denying the moral legitima
its existence. Examples include assooiatvith Nazism or aparthei
or accuationsof blatantacts of evil.
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The Reut MNatond Seturty Teamns

Since the Second Lebanon War, the Reut Institute has dealt ¥féttedi aspects of the
national security challenges facing Israel, specifically the challenge posed by the
Resistance Networkvhich isled by Iran, Hezbollaband Hamasin particular, as of the
summer of 2008, we have been focusing on the challengeaef'$sdelegitimization.

In this context, Reut's team, led by Eran Shayshonwas tasked withcatalyzing a
relevant response to the assault on Israel's legitimacy, hitherto met with
obliviousness or a local, situational response to a proactive, global, asgistemic
approach. This objective was ambitious, particularly considering the size of the team
and the resources available to it

The analytical foundation for this effort is theonceptual frameworkentitled "The
Delegitimization Challenge: Creating a Political Fireyalvhich was presented at the
Tenth Herzliya Conference in January 20Tthis paper offered a firsif-its-kind
systemic analysis of the challenge of &= delegitimization and principles for
response.Furthermore, n July 2010, the team published anotlmmprehensive
analysis, this time of th&aza Flotilla titled The GazaFlotilla: The Collapse of Israel's
Political Firewall which demonstratedhat this eventcould be understoodh the
broader context of the delegitimization campaign

Over the past yeaour team has madea significant contribution to the response to
the delegitimization campaign often evident in thelanguage, discourse, priorities,
and patterns of conduct of many institutions in Israel, including the Government
of Israel, and in the Jewish world Evidently, the Goldstone Report and the Gaza
Flotilla cortributed significantly to the openness to our analysis and recommendations.

Furthermoreye have become part of a rapidly emerging global network that works

to provide a structural, ethical, and substantive response to this challeng&/e have
worked with partners and allies in Europe, primarily in London, and in the U.S.,
including in the San Francisco Bay Area, New York, Washington D.C., Orange County,
Canada, as well as in Australia and South Africa.

The Reut Institute team includes the followindividuals *

A  Gidi Grinstein is the Founder andPresident of the Reut Institutéle served in
the Office and then in the Bureau of PM Barak as the Secretar@aordinator
of t h e Ddlegatiamte [thé #ermanent Status negotiatianish the PLO
(19992001)). Gidi is a graduate of the Harvard Kennedy School of Government
(2002) and TeAviv University Schools of Law (1999) and Economics (1991).

For more information, see thBeam' section of the Reut Web site



http://www.reut-institute.org/en/Publication.aspx?PublicationId=3769
http://www.reut-institute.org/en/Publication.aspx?PublicationId=3769
http://reut-institute.org/en/Publication.aspx?PublicationId=3900
http://reut-institute.org/en/Publication.aspx?PublicationId=3900
http://www.reut-institute.org/en/Content.aspx?PageId=49

Version A 1

NN l‘:“ \’5 November 2010

THE REUT INSTITUTE

>

>

>

>

Eran Shayshonleads Reut's team in the politicahd security spheregle has
been with the institute since 2Q04&ran holds anMBA in International
Managementan M.A. in Middle East Studies (with honorsand a B.A. in
International Relations (with honors), both from the Hebrew University.

Calev BenDor is head of the Leadership and Training ProgeinReut Calev
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Executive Summary

The assault on the legitimacy of Israel in London

1. Inrecent yeardsrael has been subjected ta systematic and systemic assault
on its political and economic modelwhich aims to bring about its implosion
and is inspired by the fate of the Soviet Union, East Germanynd apartheid
South Africa.

2. This assault isincreasingly perceived to be a strategic concern for Israel, with
potentially existential implications. This understanding underbethe recent
mobilization by the Government of Isra@BOl) to offer a systemic response to
this challenge.

3. Two forces promote Israel's delegitimization: The Middle Eastbased
Resistance Networkthat is driven by Islamic and Arab ideology and nationglism
and the primarily Europe-basedDelegitimization Network thatis driven by
political and philosophicateologies

4. A network of individuals and non-governmental organizations(NGOSs) drive
the delegitimization campaign against Israel These few dozen 'catalysts
operae out of ahandful ofmetropolitan areas that atee networkshubs'

5.  Delegitimizers represent narginal political forces but are increasingly able to
mainstream and achieve disproportionate influenceThey do sdy harnesmg
support from within the libergdrogressive eliteand by focusing on a few arena
in which they enjoy structural advantagesuch as the judiciary, academia,
churches, and trade unions.

UJ

6. In this context, London standsout as a hubof delegitimization, evenrelative
to other geographicdbcations London's influence emanates from the citys
centrality in several major arendsincluding media, diplomay, acadena, non
governmental organizatiprand judiciali which propel itssignificant global
weight. (See Chapter 1.)

7. The main drivers o delegitimization in the UK are leaders within what is
commonly known as the RedGreen Alliance, areference tothe increasng
connection between UKased Islamists and radidaft elements Due to several
societal dynamics, these forceghe 'Reds' orthe radical left and théslamist
'‘GreensI are particularly powerful in LondofSeeChapter 2).

The origins of this term in relation the alliance between Islamists and radical leftists are unclear,
but it is used by several writers, including Nick Cohéth at 6 s Left ? How Liberals
Way (Fourth Estate 2007).
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This documentfocuses onthe examples oftwo main catalysts The Palestine
Solidarity Campaign (PSC) whose agendeeflects a goal ofadvanang Israel's
fundamental delegitimizatio(see Chapter 4andthe network of organizations
that are pro-Hamasin London, which has been playing a central and growin
role in this campaigfsee Chapter 5)

London's influence on the global assault against Israel's legitimey makes it
central to this struggle In order to win, success must be achieved there.

Overarching principles for response

10.

11

12

13.

Caveat: This document focuses othe structural responseto the challenge of
Israel's delegitimization. Its scope does not covedecussion of closely related
issues such as the battle of narratives, i.e. the substantive respons
delegitimizers' argument®r the relation between Israel's delegitimization af
ant-Semitism.

The logic of delegitimization stems from a rejectionIsfael's existence, and
therefore cannot be made to disappear by parqyublic relationgPR). Hence,
ourworking assumption is thatkither changing Israel'spoliciesnor improving
PR will suffice in the battle against delegitimization although both can have
a significant impactin this context In fact, credible and consistent commitmer
by Israel to ending the control over the Palestinian population and to integra

g

5e  to
nd

nt
ation

and equality of Israel's Arabs citizens is essential for success among liberal and

progressive circles.

Hence, the campaign against Israel's delegitimization must represent a
systemic and structural approach.The following is a set of principles for such 3
response:

Narrow the definition of delegitimization and expand the definition of'pro-
Israel' in order to shrink the base of delegitimizers and expand ours

- Delegitimization should be narrowly defined for example as negating
Israel's right to exist and the right of the Jewish people to self
determination.

- Open tent 1: The threshold for membership in the prolsrael
community should begiving Israel the benefit of doubt ap@ssessing the
ability to provide a single conceivablecontext thatcould make Israel's
actions understandabldo primafacie support of any specific paly should
be expected.
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14.

15.

16.

It takes a network to fight a network® i The powerand resilienceof human
networks is determined by their 'hubs' and ‘catalydtence, effectively
contending withthe Delegitimization Network requiremmbracing a network
based bgic and responsehat focuseson hubs and underminesthe catalysts
by mobilizing our network.

Develop public relations and branding practices as well as the negative
branding of the other side.

Substantivdy engage liberal and progressive circle§ Theserepresentthe
battleground between Israel and its allisd the delegitimizerdvobilizing this
corstituencyto stand against delegitimizatioaquiressubstantivly responding to

Open tent 2: GOI and Jewish institutions must gt comfortable with a
flat, loosely coordinated response

Open tent 3:1t takes'all instruments of the orchestrd to win this fight 1
from the political right and left. This principle requires embracing thg
paradoxin which the more critical a lefwing voice against Israeli politics,
the more credible its stance against delegitimization. Simplytipeitost
effective voices against Israel's delegitimization come from théar
liberal and progressiveleft.

Open tent 4: Encourage experimentation - An effective response will

U

require continuous learning and adaptation based on extensive

experimentatin, which usually takes place at the edges of the sysi
outside of the traditional institutions.

Any organization that embraces network logic and is able to inspire and
mobilize can be its catalystincluding ynagogues, community centeasd
formalinstitutions as well aootherNGOsandindividuals

Mobiliz e Israeli Diaspora communities particularly on campuses or in
multinational corporations

Be a part of the global network of antrdelegitimization whose hubs
should include the San fancisco Bay Area, Madrid, Paris, Toronta
Brussels, and Johannesburg

Work behind-the-scenes for example by hiring outside 'moversand
shakers' to coordinataobilization work on campuses.

This is a known principle in the world of networks. See: Dr. BoazoGdt Takes a Network to
Beat a Network John Arquilla,lt Takes a Network; or Dr. Pete Rustan, iBuilding an Integral
Intelligence Network.

em
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17.

18.

19.

20.

Guidelines for operational strategyin London

21

22.

23.

their concernsand building personal relationships. Special emphasis should
given to Jewish liberals.

Establish a policy and practice of engaging witiNGOs focused onlsrael on a
substantive level, by addressing their canse queriesand questionsand by
building relations with their boards, managemant professionals.

In this contextour task is far simpler than that of the delegitimizers: While
they must demonstrate that Israel's actions proveits illegitimacy, we only
have to show that there is aingle contextthrough which these actionscan be
understood and justified

Out, name, and shame the delegitimizers This meanssystematicallyexposing
information about them, their activitieand the organizations th#tiey operate
out of The goal is teventuallyframethem,depending on contexas antipeace,
anti-Semitic,or dishonespurveyors of double standards

The relationship and division of roles between Israeli diplomatic missions
and local leadership are gtically important to fighting delegitimization. The
main attributes of this cooperation are based on the unique values of each sig

- The local Israeli diplomatic missioshould focus on @ammunicaing the
voice of Jerusalento the local communityand vice versa; se&ing as a
formal front of Israel that draws 'firdt should be tasked witlsmokng the
enemy out of their cavedly exposing their arguments, mobilizatior
methods,and structure; introdireg new and innovative information and
analysis; ad engamg in the laborintensive workof relationshipbased
diplomacy

- The local prelsrael communityshould take responsibility folProvidng
people, funding, resources, and platforms for responseturing key
relationships across liberal andogressive circlesdriving local media
campaigns; anthobilizing the loosely orchestrated plerael network.

In generalthe local Jewish community islikely to possess greater sensitivity
to local contexts and nuancesenablingit to operate with grater effectiveness
against delegitimization.

As mentioned,London is home to aloosely coordinatedlocal network of
delegitimizers and serves as the leading hub of thglobal Delegitimization
Network.

Hence,the network that emerges in London to combat delegitimization will
not only be tested locally, but must also be an integral part of the global anti
delegitimization network, whose other hubshouldinclude theSan Francisco
Bay Area, Madrid, Paris, ToramtBrussels, and Johannesburg.

Laying the foundations for a systemic response:

1l

be

e:
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24

Engage in acommunity-wide deliberation on the meaning of
'delegitimization,” with the aim of narrowing it; and on the meaning of
‘pro-Israel,’ with the aim of expanding t.

Based on these definitionattempt to establish a codeof-conduct for the
community with regards to Isragwhich appliesto both the left and right,
enhancesommunitycohesionand widens thantrdelegitimizationtent

Establish a round table to discuss initiatives for fighting Israel's
delegitimization. Encourage synergies withoupromoting conformity .

Prepare an annual calendar of delegitimization eventghat require
mobilization, such as the Israel Apartheid Weeklthe GlobalPeace and
Unity Conferenceandplanaccordingly

Prepare an outreach program for synagogues and community centers|
describing the delegitimization challenge and its perpetrators

Mobilize key Israeli activistgarticularly in academic instituting.

Assign coordinators for each major arenai suchas academia, labor
unions, churchesind legal spherdsin order to catalyze the network

Be a part of the global network by connecting withother hubs of the
global antidelegitimization netwdx.

How to answer: Provide activists and organizations accessible
information to prepare them to address central points ofthe
delegitimization campaigns focus

Orchestrate the outingnaming-shaming campaign against key
delegitimizers basedn deailed information

Engage with the leadingNGOs personally and substantively
Focus on building a network of relationships withthe elite of the liberal

and progressive circles assign organizational and individual

responsibilities, and engage theersonally and substantively

Establish taskforces for each central arenaincluding campus and
academiajudiciary, trade unionsand churches.

Additional action items i Many of the guidelines are sedkplanatory, deriving
from the effectuation ofhe infrastructure described abowelditional issus for
consideration include actisiplan to:

Convene an annual event that brings the network togethemcludingthe
diversity ofvoicesthat stand against Israel's delegitimization

Plug into the global antidelegitimization network by connecting with

D

other hubs througtkey contact people and meeting them if possibl
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beginning with the JFNA Israel Action Network and with the JCRC of
San Francisco Bay Area

- Initiate alternative constructive venuesthat promote human rights o
peace in order to break the perception of BDS as the only option to prg
impact, and engagd&xamples for such venues may include humanitari
projects, bridgébuilding efforts, or dialogue forums

- Focus on compromising the presence of organizations politically
sympathetic to Hamas in London and on delegitimizing the BDS
Movement

- Promote and expose joint projects in fields in which Israel excelssuch
as humanitarian activity in the developing worldplogical and medical
technology, emergency response, and science and the& amtgolving
British and Israelis NGOs and/or government agencies

- Initiate or encourage twinning projects that emphasize a nowonflict-
oriented Israeli brand and bring value to the local community such as
in medical areas, emergency response, education, etc.

- Consider establishing an Israeli cultural center(Israel House), especially
within Jewish communal infrastructures.
Reut's role
25. Reut is committed to supporting tre implementation of these principlesin

test,
an

London by offering strategic support and consultation, and by making

connections to global communities and retevaraeli government agencies
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Building a Political Firewall against
Israel's Deleqitimization
London as a Case Study

Guidelines for quick reading

This document can be skimmed by reading the bolded phraseEach paragraph
contains only one idea, captured in the bolded sentences. Footnatescdatain new
ideas but examples, sources and references

Background

SeeAnnex A for a summary of theprimary characteristics of the delegitimization
challenge, based on the Reut's conceptual frameworBuilding a Political Firewall
against Israel's Delegitimization(henceforth, 'Political Firewall document’).

26. This origins of this work date back to the aftermath of the Second.ebanon
War (7-8/2006), when the Reut Institute identified arisis in Israel's national
security and foreign policy doctrine® In other words, thdResistance Network
led by Iran, Hamas and Hezbollakasable to develop a new logic and strategy

for fighting Israel that proved its effectiveness in 2006 and repeatedly since.

Hence, Israel was exposed as cqugally inferior to its adversariesnabling the
achievement atheir objectives in spite of Israel's obvious military, econg ez
technological advantages and even superiority.

27. Therefore, Reut contendsthat Israel is in dire needof adapting its secuity
and foreign policy doctrine. The 63 military committees established following

the '06 war, and even the Winograd Committee, were all based on a dominant

working assumption that Israe$scurity and foreign policy doctrine was relevant,
and setbacks wre anchored in a series ©échnical failure’$ related to the

military's useof-force doctrine or to the interface between political and military

The theoretical framework for Reut's thinking on fundamental surprises and relevancy gaps is

based on the wk of Dr. Zvi Lanir, Founder and President of the PRAXIS Institute. Relevancy
gap isaPRAXIS term for thedisparity between a mindset (an 'interpretive conceptual system') and

a divergent reality. For more on lIsrael's failure in fundamental learning lsagte 4 ofThe
Flotilla Affair.

in the homefront arena, real transformationsvieaoccurred. Academic institutions, independent
researchers, and journalists also contributed to this process.

Many of these commission®€commendations have been implemented, and in some areas, such as


http://www.reut-institute.org/en/Publication.aspx?PublicationId=3769
http://www.reut-institute.org/en/Publication.aspx?PublicationId=3769
http://reut-institute.org/en/Publication.aspx?PublicationId=3900
http://reut-institute.org/en/Publication.aspx?PublicationId=3900
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28.

20.

30.

31

echelons.Therefore, the Israeli reassessment wemarkably local, situational,
reactive, and often domated by military thinking and practicedeanwhile, Reut
argues thatthe challenge facing Israel is global, systemic, systematid
predominantly political

The Reut team thuslauncheda series of campaignsvith the commonaim of
catalyzing a reassessnme of Israel's security and foreign policy doctrinein

order to restore the country's conceptual superiority over its adversaries. The
primary stages in this journey included trying to impact the Winograd
Commission (11/0®4/07) and working towards preaitating a 'Seminar' (10/07

9/08) modeled on David Ben Gurion's 1947 Seminar. Neither of these efforts
succeeded in mobilizing the adaptive work we believedytivernment needed to
undergo.

Subsequentlythe Reut Institute decided to propose a conceptudtamework
for dealing with two key arenas for Israel's security and foreign policy
doctrine:

A The homefront arena, in which Israel is vulnerable to local collapses in
the event of a national crisis.

A The political-diplomatic arena, in which Israel faces astrategic
delegitimization threat. In this contextReut's nationalsecurity team
described the threat and response guidelinea conceptual framework
calledThePolitical Firewall Document.

The Political Firewall document was based ompproximately 150 interviews
that theteam conducted with experts and activists from a range of fielids
descrbedthe challenge andfferedprinciples for aglobalsystemicesponse

In this context, Reut identified London asthe primary hub of the
delegitimization network and campaign® Network theoryled us to conclude

Reut's efforts to impact the conclusions and recommendations of the Winograd Commission
included submitting three memorandums (04/07), witialhed for updating Israel's security and
foreign policy doctrine and rerganizing the foreign affairs establishment. Sgelating Isael's
National Security Strategytrategic Support Unit for the Prime MinisteandRe-organization of
Foreign Policy in Israel's National Security Strategy

While the Commission chose not to contend witmeaptual issues of this nature did,
institutionalize an obligation for the PrinMinister and Ministry of Foreign Affairs to consult on
national security in order to improve the synergy between military, political, and diplomatic
considerations.

See Reut document written in collaboration with the Israel Trauma Coalition (initigiteleb
UJA-Federation of New York) Civil Resilience Network: Concepall Framework for Israel's
Local and National Resilience



http://reut-institute.org/en/Publication.aspx?PublicationId=3769
http://reut-institute.org/data/uploads/PDFVer/20070427%20-%20Winograd%20-%20Update%20national%20security.pdf
http://reut-institute.org/data/uploads/PDFVer/20070427%20-%20Winograd%20-%20Update%20national%20security.pdf
http://reut-institute.org/data/uploads/PDFVer/20070429%20-%20Strategic%20Support%20Unit%20to%20the%20PM.pdf
http://reut-institute.org/Data/Uploads/PDFVer/20070813%20MFA%20paper%20final.pdf
http://reut-institute.org/Data/Uploads/PDFVer/20070813%20MFA%20paper%20final.pdf
http://reut-institute.org/data/uploads/Articles%20and%20Reports%20from%20other%20organizations/20091026%20-%20Resilience%20Network%20-%20Version%20B%20FV%20with%20links.pdf
http://reut-institute.org/data/uploads/Articles%20and%20Reports%20from%20other%20organizations/20091026%20-%20Resilience%20Network%20-%20Version%20B%20FV%20with%20links.pdf
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that notwithstanding Londds unique local attributeknowledge elicied there
will be relevant elsewherespecificdly in other major hubs of delegitimization
such aghe San Francisco Bay area

Hence,as early as summer 200Reut decided to focus on London as its case
study for understanding the dynamics of delegitimization and repeatedly
visited the city to meethe people and organizations perpetratorgfighting
Israel's delegitimizationThe dozens oftngagementsve had in the citywere
invaluableto our work.

32. Following the May 31 Gaza Flotilla, Reut published areport that framed the
Flotilla in the broader context of the delegitimization campaign Reut
identified theevents surrounding thElotilla as another fundamental surprise to
Israel which originatedin its failure to close the relevancy gap in its National
Security Doctringhat was exposed in 20@gee The GazaFlotilla: The Collapse
of Israel's Political Firewall

33. Research underlying thereport largely confirmed our hypothesesregarding
the delegitimization challengejncluding in the case ofLondon. Primarily, we
learned that the Gaza Flotilla was orchestrated by the samiedashg and
adapting network of individuals and organizations leading delegitimization
campaigns against Israel in the Wesh this case, ircooperation with a Middle
Eastbased Islamist network. The common cause: A shared belief that that the
strategy serves their struggle against Isrbelthe context of this papeit, was
evidentthat many of the people prodng the Flotilla and much otthe activity
generating itcame out of London.

34. The aim of this documentis to offer an operational strategyfor effectively
addressng the UK-based delegitimization challengelt describa the dynamics
in London and offexprinciples for a systemic respse.

9 Reut thanks Ambassador Ron Prosor for his insight about the role of London as a hub of
delegitimization, which then inspired us to explore network theory in order to better understand the
challenge of delegitimization.


http://reut-institute.org/en/Publication.aspx?PublicationId=3900
http://reut-institute.org/en/Publication.aspx?PublicationId=3900
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Chapter 1:
London: The '"Hub of Hubs' of the DelegitimizationNetwork

Introduction to the Delegitimization Network

35.

36.

37.

In the Political Firewall document, Reut showed thatlsrael's delegitimizers
are organized as a network(see Chapter 3, pp. 42). In this respect, they are
no different from many othesystemsin areas as diverse as biology, economics,
terrorism, and the internethat are also organized as netwoskand operate
according to similar principles

In a nutshell, they operate within a flat and nonhierarchical structure
without a commadandcontrol centerand are diverse and highly resilient.
Theiractors possess independence of action.

In other words,the assault onlIsrael's legitimacy is not the outcome of a
'headquarters-based conspiacy.' Rather |srael's delegitimization is driven by

a network thatsharesa common logicpromotescommonstrategies, campaigns,

and agendas; and often explicitly cooperates through key global activists and
mechanisms.

Networks revolve around hubs similarly the Delegitimization Network's

strength is concentrated in a handful of geographic locationdHubsare nodes
of the network that have extraordinarinfluence on theentire networkas a
consequence of their vast array of connections to other nddbs.are crucial to
the network'sharacteryiability, and resiliencg®

The hubs of theDelegitimization Network are metropolitan areas Theyhave
extraordinaryglobal influence because of their exceptional interconnectedness to
the rest of the worlénd tleir unique cultural and intellectual aurm addition,
theyhouse a concentration of delegitimizeFeese hubsclude London, as well

as the San Francisco Bay Area, Brussels, Madrid, Toronto, and
Johannesburg.

Catalysts drive networks: They are few, usially tightly interconnected, and
able to significantly influence on the networki 'Catalyst$ are nodesof the
network dedicated tats development angossessg the status and capacities to
do so Catalysts operate by collecting informatiorand dissemiating it;
developing the ideology of the netwoakd itsmodus operandgiharnessing new

10

See Albert Laszl6 Barabadijnked: The New Science of Networks Macolm Gladwell, The
Tipping Point: How Little Things can make a Big Difference Doug Simpson Unintended
Consequences, Reading Barabési, Linked the Science of Netwodtsua Cooper Ramdhe
Age of the Unthinkable, p.236.



http://www.gladwell.com/tippingpoint/index.html
http://www.gladwell.com/tippingpoint/index.html
http://www.dougsimpson.com/blog/archives/000075.html
http://www.dougsimpson.com/blog/archives/000075.html
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nodes; educating, trainingnd debriefing; protecting the network; and branding
and publicizingt.

What makes Londonthe "hub-of-hubs' of Israel's delegitimization?

38. London figures prominently among the hubs of the Delegitimization Network
as a domicile ofexceptionally high anttIsraeli activity with significant global
weight. Britain'sgeographyhistory, and languagéactor among the elements that
have combined tcender ita delegitimization hub of such significanéalditional
factors include its

~

A Media concentration i London is home to many media outlets of
renowned international reputeuch as theEconomist Financial Times
BBC, andthe Guardian which areincreasingly influential among opinion
leadersin the U.S Furthermorejt hostsseveral influential Araftanguage
newspapersuch asl-Sharq altAwsat al-Hayat, andAl-Quds atArabi.**

>

Academic influencei Several highly respected universitieb such as

Oxford, Cambridgeand London School of Economicsi are based in the
UK. Additionally, the country hosts thousands of foreign stugengsy of

whomoften become prominent figures in their countries of origin

>

Disproportionate diplomatic weight T Britain maintins close tieswith
Commonwealthcountriesand t he EU, and enjoys a 0
relationship with the U.S. It also holds a permanent seat on the UN Security
Council

p>)

Central for NGOs i The UK houses the headquarters of many human
rights organkatiors, such as Amnesty; developmeanhd humanitarian
agencies such as Oxfam; peace and security organizatisnsh as the
Oxford Research Group; and politicized solidarity grogpsh adalestine
Solidarity Campaign

The Catalysts: The emergence ofthe RedGreen Alliance

39. The RedGreen Alliance: In recent years, UK-based Islamists and radical left
elementshave been collaboratingto promote Israel's delegitimization. Until a
few years ago, the two systems that were delegitimizing Iérte Islamicand
Arab Resistance Network and the primarily European Delegitimization Neiwork
were operating independently of each otagtwo ideologicallydivergenthuman
networks.

' Reports suggest that the BBC, as well asGhardianandFinancial Timesnow rank among the

most widely read media outlets in the U.S.
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40.

41.

However,in recent years,the two groups have becomean 'organic' network
of actors, mobilized bya shared vision, mission, and purpgd$e

Their collaboration is of strategic concern to Israel For exampleWhile Iran
and Hamas build military capabilities in Gaarad espousa radical ideology that
negates Israel's right to exighe Delegitimization Network legitimizethe Hamas
regime and works to tie Israeiandsmilitaril y.

Despite the marginal political standing of the RedGreen Alliance, it has
achiewed significant global impact by enlisting support from the European
and North American liberal progressiveelite circles.

The key strategy. Blurring the lines between criticism of Israel and its
delegitimization along the following guidelines

A Posing asespousing liberal values and puttingforward a facade of
promoing an agendafchuman rights, justice, peace, and international law

A Essentialismi Juxtaposingvigorous dennciation of particular policies
with outrightrepudiaton ofIsrael or Zionismwith theaim of conflatingthe
two and ultimatelyunderminng the moral basis ofisrael's sovereign
existence

>

Demonization: Israel = Apartheid, Nazismi Accusinglsrael of the most
heinous humainights violationsdeniesthe moral legitimacy oits existence
and suggests it should bésmantlel.’®* Examples include associat®with
apartheid and accusations of blatant acts of. evil

p>)

The BDS Movement i The BDS Movementlaims to be an apolitical
movement that serves glohatace, human rightaind international justice
by promoting boycotts, divestmerand sanctions against Israel imder to
‘correct its ways$ While some BDS activistmay be driven by these goals,
the movemen's leaders are explicit about their true intentidnseffect the
BDS Movementadvances thassault on Israsl legitimacyby consistently
singling it out, seking to undermine IsraelPalestinian cooperation,
promotng the 'right of return, and compang Israel with apartheid.(See:
The BDS Movement Promot&elegitimization agaist Israel)

>

‘Lawfare’ 1 Judicial assaultsagainst Israel, its leaders, and officiats
Western countries and by international organizationse keadily increased
in recent years. 'Lawfare' catalysts promatselective use of international

12

13

For more on whatacilitated cooperation between the two groepseChris Harman, The Prophet
and